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CHANGE

President Chicoine and Provost Nichols prepare to leave their
current positions at South Dakota State. With both positions seeing
vacancies soon, the University seeks new leadership.
PAT BOWDEN
Reporter
As President David Chicoine and Provost
Laurie Nichols step down from their positions,
the university administration will undergo major changes.
Chicoine plans to return to the Department of Economics while Nichols will become
the next president of the University of Wyoming.
Some may consider this the end of a South
Dakota State University legacy. Marking a decade of institutional growth, including a wide
gamut of campus developments to integrated
academic evolution, these changes have helped
forge the future of SDSU.
Some, on the other hand, may simply consider this a time to start fresh – a time to give
new identity to the leadership that steers this

school.
“I have the philosophy that people in these
positions need to turn over, there just needs to
be a refresh,” Chicoine said. “There’s a reason
faculty have the opportunity to apply for a sabbatical every seven years.”
These vacancies will allow two new voices to take the helm, which is something natural for the future of a school. New leadership
is implemented to face new and developing issues and this particular changeover could address issues in a completely new direction than
the current leadership.
“There are obviously a number of new challenges facing higher education … we need to
find new, innovative ways to bring people in
and help them succeed in the system,” Michael
Rush, executive director of the South Dakota Board of Regents, said. “Times are changing and part of it is looking ahead and figuring

Finally, Brookings
to get Taco Bell
SARA BERTSCH
Editor-in-Chief
Officials have confirmed that
a Taco Bell restaurant will be
coming to Brookings and opening in mid-August this year.
The restaurant will potentially be located north of Lowe’s
Home Improvement on 25th Avenue according to Dennis Bielfeldt, co-owner of Den-Wil
Properties in Brookings. Bielfeldt owns the 25-acre field
north of Lowe’s.
Bielfeldt said Taco Bell is
something students will enjoy
and can easily get to.
“We’ve been working on this
deal for a while,” Bielfeldt said.
“We want it to be congruent and
consistent with the Division I
university.”
Barry Zelickson with Border
Foods confirmed the new restaurant Tuesday. Border Foods
Inc. is a franchisee of Taco Bell
restaurants based in Minnesota.
They have nearly 100 locations
throughout Minnesota, South

Dakota, Wisconsin and Wyoming.
“We hope to open middle of
August. I can confirm we will
have the best Taco Bell food
you’ve ever had,” Zelickson said.
Rumor was floating around
campus this week after City
Councilman Oepke Niemeyer announced it at the Students’
Association meeting Monday
night.
Mike Struck, the community development director for
Brookings, said Bielfeldt came to
the Board of Adjustment meeting Jan. 21 to request a variance,
which was approved.
“They are trying to provide
some amenities they feel would
benefit Taco Bell in a college
town with some of that outdoor
patio-type seating,” Struck said.
“They were trying to cooperate
and make it bike friendly and
providing some bike racks.”

what generalizable skills are needed and what
kind of innovative programs are necessary for
that post-secondary values.”
With times continually changing, SDSU
has made future plans a high priority and has
laid out a foundation for future growth and
adaptive flexibility.
“Campus is transforming itself in good
ways and there’s a really good master plan in
place and the next president and provost just
need to keep working on that,” Nichols said. “I
would say that there’s some really good things
in the work to develop associate’s degrees …
there are many programs on the list to be accredited so continuing to get those moving forward needs to be a major goal of the next provost.”

Continued to A6

Einstein Bros. Bagels bought out by
Caribou; SDSU location to see changes
MAKENZIE HUBER
News Editor

Einstein Bros. Bagels in the
Student Union will soon get a
makeover as the bagel-making
company co-brands with Caribou Coffee.
JAB Holding Co., majority owner of Caribou Coffee and
other coffee companies, bought
Einstein Noah Restaurant
Group Inc. for $374 million. As
a result, Einstein and Caribou
will co-brand at Einstein loca-

tions across the United States,
including the SDSU location.
Students will still be able
to order the same bagels and
shmear combinations they have
grown accustomed to. What
will change is that Caribou coffee will be served in place of
Einstein coffee and beverages. Soups will be taken off the
menu.
Small transitions will be
made throughout the spring semester and into next year, said
Robert McLean, University

Food Service Advisory Committee (UFSAC) member and Students’ Association senator.
The change is happening
more at the “corporate level” according to JoLee Frederiksen,
Jacks Dining general manager. She said there is no timeline
available for when the SDSU location will become co-branded.
“This is going to be a slow
transition,” McLean said, “nothing drastic by any means.”

Continued to A6
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The South Dakota State Einstein Bros. Bagels location will see a slow transition this semester to incorporate Caribou Coffee menu items.
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Daily Crime Log
1.17.16

• 2:11 p.m. @ Binnewies
Hall. Fire - Smoke
detector
• 3:33 p.m. @ Binnewies
Hall. Agency Assist

1.18.16

• 2:28 a.m. @ Schultz Hall.
Alarm Activation
• 10:50 a.m. @ Wellness
Center. Petty Theft
• 10:25 p.m. @
Administration (Morrill
Hall). Alarm Activation.

1.20.16

• 7:50 a.m. @
Administration (Morrill
Hall). Alarm Activation.
• 6:11 p.m. @ Bookstore.
Alarm Activation.
• 9:56 p.m. @ Hilton M.
Briggs Library. Alarm
Activation - Fire

1.23.16

•12:46 a.m. @ Spencer
Hall. Alcohol Policy
Violation.
•3:53 a.m.. @ Hansen
Hall. Possession of
Marijuana, Possession of
Paraphernalia, Ingestion.
•3:36 p.m. @ 1100 Block
of Jackrabbit Avenue.
DUI, Underage, Open
Container, Speeding.
•11:30 p.m. @ Caldwell
Hall. Harassment.
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Students want fall commencement back
SELENA YAKABE
News Editor

The South Dakota State University student body did not get
a choice when fall commencement was removed from the
school budget in 2010, and some
students want it back.
“The biggest thing was that it
just ended, there was just nothing,” Kristine Ebbinga, a recent
December graduate and art education major, said. “Even though
I still live in town, it’s like, I’m
already done.”
The graduation ceremony
was removed due to a 10 percent budget cut SDSU experienced six years ago. During an
economic crisis, the governor indicated all public universities
needed to remove 10 percent of
the costs from their budget.
Comparatively, University of
South Dakota has a winter graduation ceremony.
“Everybody needed to participate, including my office,” Provost Laurie Nichols said. “As we
were looking at where we could
get the most efficiencies, we decided to go ahead and cut fall
commencement.”
Nichols was unable to provide an exact figure for how
much SDSU spent on fall commencement, but she estimated
the university was spending ap-

proximately $25,000.
The university opted to get
rid of the ceremony rather than
provide a smaller commencement.
“You can’t really make a
small commencement, you either do it or you don’t,” Nichols said.
About 300 students graduate
in fall versus the 1,200 students
in the spring. The cost of the fall
and spring commencement was
the same, but only one quarter
of the students were graduating
in the fall.
Nichols said the spring commencement has been enhanced
and estimates it now costs
around $30,000 partly due to
the splitting of the ceremonies.
Some of the costs that go into
the commencement:
-Daktronics scoreboard
-Renting Frost Arena
-Set up and tear down for facilities
-Printing programs
-Upgrading banners
-Replacing old items (this
year new curtains)
-Emergency Medical Technicians
-Police on staff
Due to the absence of a fall
commencement, students graduating in the summer or fall semesters are encouraged to participate in the spring com-

mencement before or after their
actual graduation date.
Certain colleges, such as the
College of Engineering and College of Nursing also hold their
own, smaller graduation ceremonies for students.
Paige Bourne graduated fall
2015 with a major in animal science. Like many, she decided
to partake in the spring commencement.
“Honestly, I want to get my
money’s worth for attending
college,” Bourne said. “I wanted to be able to walk with those
I came into college with in May,
but also upon my parents urging
me to walk across the stage.”
However, this may present
an issue for some. Walking in
the spring commencement is not
always an option for graduates.
“I think a lot of students
do choose the opportunity to
walk in May either before or after they officially graduate, but
for some of them, I don’t think
it’s always possible if you move
away,” said Ashley Tonak, state
and local government chair of
the Students’ Association.
Students initially disliked the
idea of getting rid of fall commencement, but there are no
longer any complaints, Nichols
said.
“The first year that we didn’t
have it, there was a little push

back from the students,” Nichols said. “They wanted to know
why and I got a call from a couple parents.”
The university has since been
without a fall commencement
for five years, but some students
still hope it will return.
“I would personally like to
see it come back,” Tonak said.
“But before that’s going to happen, the administration wants to
make sure that two spring commencement ceremonies run
smoothly and they have all that
down before I think they would
consider that.”
Tonak felt the commencement ceremony is an important
part of graduating college.
“Think of how much money every student funnels into
this university and the time they
spend here. I just feel like the
least they can have is the recognition of the celebration of them
walking and sharing that with
their family and friends,” Tonak said.
Ebbinga thinks the lack of
a fall commencement means
much more.
“What this message says is
that December graduates are not
important to the school or worth
any additional effort or consideration,” Ebbinga said.

Classifieds
HELP WANTED / SERVICES
OFFERED
M&S Business Cleaning.
Hours from approx. 5 to 9
p.m., 1 to 5 days per week
available. For more information call (605) 690-1554.
WORK STUDY POSITION:
Newspaper carrier wanted.
Work approximately 4 hours
on Wednesdays delivering
The Collegian to more than
100 on and off campus sites,
beginning after 2:00 p.m. until
the delivery route is completed. Must have valid driver’s
license. Vehicle will be provided. Route will be shared
between two people. Must be
able to lift 10 pounds. Pay is
$10/hour.
Editor/Writer Needed: Seeking
a highly motivated, outgoing
personality to join our team.
Willing to train the right person. If needed, we can offer
part-time work now with fulltime beginning after a Spring
graduation. www.MidwestMeetings.com/Careers or
SDWorks Job ID: 1729959
HOUSING FOR RENT /
SALE:
Look for the Brookings Property Management Booth at the
Housing Fair on February 5th
located in the Student Union!
ROOMMATE WANTED:
Roommate wanted to share
3 bedroom, 2 bath house
with single car garage. Rent
= $325/mo + shared utilities.
Available for Spring Semester.
(605) 880-1369
MISCELLANEOUS:
Found: Garage opener in the
lot north of the alumni center
on Jan. 25. Call 688-4538 to
claim.

Photo Courtesy of J. Lohr College of Engineering
Some students feel that fall commencement should be reimplemented at South Dakota State University. The last SDSU fall graduation ceremony was held in 2010.

Minnesota native named Miss Rodeo South Dakota
Mikayla Sich becomes the 10th woman to represent South Dakota State University
ALEX STETTER
Reporter
South Dakota State University is now home to Miss Rodeo South Dakota 2016: Mikayla Sich.
Sich was crowned Miss Rodeo South Dakota on Jan. 9 and
has begun her duties representing South Dakota.
Although Sich’s hometown
is Duluth, Minn., she moved
to Custer State Park after high
school and lived there for two
years.
Sich started her secondary
education at University of Minnesota but decided to return to
South Dakota and further her
education at SDSU after she was
diagnosed with Crohn’s disease.
Crohn’s disease is an inflammatory bowel disease that causes
inflammation of the lining of the
digestive tract.
Sich is the first young woman from Brookings to win Miss
Rodeo South Dakota and is the
10th cowgirl to represent SDSU
during the Miss Rodeo America pageant at the National Finals
Rodeo. Having such inspirational
women for guidance has helped
her with her process, she said.
“It is really like a sisterhood,”
Sich said about the past holders
of the Miss Rodeo South Dakota crown.
Her accomplishment of Miss
Rodeo South Dakota was fueled by her love of horses from
a young age. She was a member of the University of Minnesota-Crookston equestrian team
and her passion has evolved into
advocating for the importance
and benefits of therapeutic horseback riding.
The Professional Association of Therapeutic Horsemanship International Organization

helps nearly 62,000 children and
adults around the world with
physical, cognitive and emotional challenges through therapeutic
horseriding activities each year.
“I was that crazy horse girl
that never got out of that phase,”
Sich said.
However, her love of pageants and ambition for Miss Rodeo South Dakota didn’t start until her time at SDSU.
Her first title she ran for was
the SDSU Jackrabbit Stampede
Ambassador.
Sich recently attended her
first event as Miss Rodeo South
Dakota, the Denver National Western Stock Show. Her first
host event will be the Black Hills
Stock Show Jan. 9 to Jan. 27. Sich

is excited to show the other state
queens what South Dakota is all
about, she said.
Her events will be leading up
to the Miss Rodeo America pageant, which will be in Las Vegas
December 2016 at the National
Rodeo Finals. Sich is also starting
to make other preparations such
as sketching out new ideas, practicing public speaking and studying anything and everything from
the history of rodeos to American
Quarter Horse Association rules
and regulations.
According to the Miss Rodeo
America Organization, the contestants for Miss Rodeo America
will be judged on the major categories of personality, appearance,
horsemanship, rodeo knowledge,

presentation, demonstrating
skills in public speaking, personal interviewing, general equine
science, current event awareness,
photogenic qualities, visual poise
and overall professionalism.
As Miss Rodeo South Dakota, Sich promotes confidence and
self-worth for girls as well as being fearless when it comes to being who you really are. Being diagnosed with Crohn’s disease at a
young age, she relates to the issue
and hopes to guide others with
her experience.
“There’s so much history, passion and a reason why we do everything we do that I don’t think
they [people] know a lot about,”
she said.

PHU NGUYEN• The Collegian
Being the first woman from Brookings to win Miss Rodeo South Dakota, Mikayla Sich hopes to promote confidence to others.
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FarmHouse opens doors
to welcome first residents
NICOLE HAMILTON
Reporter

BAYLEE DITTMAN• The Collegian
(Above photo and bottom left) Shown above are pictures of FarmHouse’s fraternity crest, which represents their values as a fraternity.
(Bottom right) In the corner of the house is a foundaton block, marking the chapter’s founding date, and the house’s groundbreaking date.

finance the new house. Nearly
50 percent of funds for the new
house were from SDSU FarmThe South Dakota State Uni- House alumni. On average, 15
versity FarmHouse Fraternity
percent of alumni associations
chapter finished its new house in donate to current building projtime to celebrate the organizaects in the FarmHouse Fraternition’s 50th anniversary in April.
ty, Thooft said.
The new FarmHouse has 20
The South Dakota Farmbedrooms and can hold up to 48 House Alumni Association will
members, said Trevor Hansen,
also benefit from the new house.
the chapter president. There are The building is open for them to
currently 58 members, most of
use for their annual meeting or
whom have moved into the new
to conduct interviews.
building.
Greek Life adviser and FarmThe house also boasts a liHouse alumni Alan Haarstad
brary, three study rooms, confer- said “new houses bring a cerence rooms, lounges and a guest tain level of excitement to Greek
bedroom.
Life.”
The house incorporates senHaarstad works with the daitimental value and symbolic
ly activities of the Greek Life
meaning as well. The large firechapters and acts as a liaison beplace mantle from the old house tween the chapters, the univerwas split into two smaller mansity and the national organizatles for the new house. The four
tions.
pillars outside the
There is a corhouse symbolize the
FarmHouse will be relation between
intellectual,
Greek Life recruitholding an open
social, physical and
house and pancake ment and having a
spiritual development feed Feb. 4 from
new house, he said.
of their members,
5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. The excitement
Hansen said.
carries over and
Having a new house leaves
members get motivated to proa “huge physical footprint the
mote their fraternity.
public can see,” said former
Alhough there is a new
President Taylor Thooft. The
house, the old FarmHouse
larger building helps accommobuilding is still standing. It is
date FarmHouse’s growth.
now on the Ceres lot and will beThe 15,400-square-foot
come the new Ceres house. The
house costs over $2 million
South Dakota State College Deand was built with the future in
velopment organization owns
mind, Hansen said. It includes
the Ceres house and is in charge
accessibility for members with
of building and remodeling.
handicaps and the possibility
Ceres Chapter President Erin
of creating a room for a “house
Wicker said having more chapmom.”
ters living on Greek Row will
Jeff Davis, the South Dakobring a better sense of commuta FarmHouse Alumni Associanity and communications betion President, helped organize
tween chapters. With 40 active
the funding of the project and
members, Ceres is ready to move
raised more than $1 million for
into a house to call their own.
the new house.
It will be the only Ceres
“It is a great mission—very
chapter in the country with its
humbling and proud,” Davis
own house in a Greek Village,
said.
Haarstad said. They will be able
The chapter and the alumto have a permanent meeting
ni worked together to build and
place and “do life together.”

Brookings, SDSU Day allows community input for legislative issues
MAKENZIE HUBER
News Editor
Legislators in Pierre, South
Dakota discussed issues facing
this year’s session with community members from the Brookings area Wednesday, Jan. 20 for
the annual Brookings and South
Dakota State University Day at
the capital.
The group held discussions
with decision makers in Pierre
about bills and issues addressing the state and how decisions
made at the capital will affect
SDSU and the city and county of
Brookings.
The timing of the event is set
for early in the session to give
people from the university and
community a chance to interact
and discuss topics of their interest, said Bob Otterson, executive

assistant to the president.
“Each year the dialogues we
hold change based on the needs
of the community and the university,” Otterson said. “Some
years there are specific people
and agency heads who are on the
list because of hot topics of concern for people in the university
and community.”
Discussions were held with
secretaries of state, education
and the Department of Agriculture as well as the executive director of the Board of Regents
and legislators for District 7.
Community members focused on the half-penny sales tax
increase proposal, Medicaid expansion and other topics concerning policy changes and taxes.
Event attendees used their
time at the capital to provide

legislators with information they
need to make decisions that affect the future of the Brookings
community, said Dan Hansen,
associate dean of pharmacy and
city council member.
Legislators will go out of
their way to talk to people visiting for Brookings and SDSU day,
said Students’ Association (SA)
President Caleb Finck. Since
the trip to Pierre is a three-hour
trek, it means even more to the
legislators that people are there
to talk to them about their issues
and concerns, he said.
Matt Dahle, SA vice president, believes legislators look
forward to seeing Brookings and
SDSU members not only for the
SDSU ice cream, but also because they appreciate the input.
Brookings and SDSU Day
makes it easier for communi-

ty members to develop relationships with legislators and agency heads at the capital, Hansen
said.
“Our presence is expected
and oftentimes legislators look
forward to seeing us because
we’re a strong contingent of people and are interactive,” Hansen said.
A reception held later in the
evening attracted legislators representing districts from across
the state. More than 50 legislators attended the reception according to Otterson.
Events similar to Brookings and SDSU Day are somewhat common around the state
with different cities and groups.
Sioux Falls has it’s own day at
the legislature and SDSU faculty and students from the pharmacy program along with phar-

Voices of Brookings,
SDSU Day
Brookings community members and SDSU
staff, faculty and students followed a schedule throughout the day that carved out time
to discuss issues and concerns about bills
presented at this year’s session with legislators and agency heads.
Those attending were not restricted to
the sessions, but the sessions allowed for an
open dialogue between community members
and decision makers at the capital.

Brookings, SDSU Day Sessions
Chief Financial Officer and Commissioner of the
Bureau of Finance and Management Jason Dilges

macy professionals will attend
the Pharmacy Legislative Day
Wednesday, Jan. 27. Those attending the event will provide
health screenings and discuss
pharmacy related issues with
legislators.
Of all the “Days at the Capital” events Dahle has attended, he claims that Brookings
and SDSU Day is one of the best
structured because legislators
and agency heads are so willing
to listen and discuss issues that
will impact the community.
“I think the state of South
Dakota knows that Brookings
is a special community,” Dahle
said. “It’s one that’s growing,
that’s going places—but it’s doing it the right way.”

Schopp discussed the Blue
Ribbon Teacher Pay Plan
and how it will affect South
Dakota and the Brookings Community. She also
discussed an increase in
e-learning courses and
changes to the No child
Left Behind Policy.

Secretary of Education Melody Schopp
District 7 Legislators; Sen. Larry Tidemann (R), Rep.
Scott Munsterman (R) and Rep. Spencer Hawley (D)

The three legislators from the
Brookings area district focused
on community members’ opinions and concerns about the
half-penny sales tax increase and
Blue Ribbon plan. Reps. Munsterman and Hawley contrasted
each other’s politial party views
on the issue, with Rep. Hawley
informing community members that the Democratic Party
favored a 1 cent increase.

Secretary of the Department of Agriculture Lucas
Lentsch
Session in House and Senate galleries
South Dakota Department of Transportation Deputy
Secretary Joel Jundt
South Dakota Unified Judicial System Chief Justice
David Gilbertson
Executive Director of the South Dakota Board of
Regents Mike Rush
Secretary of State Shantel Krebs

Community members were
informed about plans from the
BOR, which included passing
House Bill 1061 to provide a
tuition benefit to teacher who
enroll in courses, an interest in
increasing the National Gaurd
tuition coverage by 100 percent
and a tuition freeze. Rush also
touched on how important higher
education is for the South Dakota
economy.
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Editorial

Issue:
President Chicoine
and Provost
Nichols’ leaving
will cause change
across campus.

Keep in mind that change can be good
At the end of last semester, both
the president and provost announced their plans to step down
from their respective positions.
The question on most people’s
mind is what happens next for
South Dakota State University?
As a university, the next step
is to recognize that change will
occur in various ways. The first
is new individuals will be filling
Chicoine and Nichols’ empty positions, which may cause mixed
emotions.
Chicoine, after he retires
as president, plans to continue
working at SDSU in the economics department. Nichols is going to be president at the University of Wyoming. They both have
future plans, but they have poor
timing when it comes to deciding they both want to leave at the
same time. Filling one of these
positions is tough, but filling both
of these positions has caused a
mad rush to find a new president
and provost.

In addition to losing two
high-ranking administrative officials, we will also most likely lose
the Dean of Honors College Tim
Nichols. But before any of this can
happen, the university has yet to
choose a vice president of student
affairs. This position is temporarily filled by Doug Wermedal.
Basically, administration at
SDSU is going to see some major changes by the end of this semester.
This change might not be
a bad thing, but the transition
from old to new officials might be
shaky. The individuals replacing
Chicoine and Nichols will probably face a lot of criticism and will
be carefully watched their first semester on the job.
However, we at The Collegian
believe that having new people in
these high ranking administration
positions is healthy. It will allow
for a new set of eyes on campus
that might find new areas to grow
and bring fresh ideas.

We still have to be wary of the
new president and provost. There
is a chance that these individuals could be completely unfamiliar with SDSU. If this is the case,
then the new president and provost will have a tough time understanding the atmosphere of SDSU
and what the student body, faculty and staff expect.
We at The Collegian believe
that having new faces in the president and provost position will
allow our university to grow
through the implementation of
new ideas, but at the same time,
we know this change will not be
as smooth as the current administration believes.
As these position are filled,
it will be essential to remember
that no president or provost is the
same, and hopefully, the new individuals will eventually become
a part of SDSU’s identity just like
Chicoine and Nichols.

Stance:

Change will be
good for the
university, but the
transition will be
not be easy.

The Collegian staff meets weekly and agrees on the issue of the editorial.
The editorial represents the opinion of The Collegian.

Administration vacancies will prove difficult to replace
JORDAN BIERBRAUER
Opinion Editor
Spring is a time for change. It is
when the dreadful snow finally disappears, when the birds return and when students eagerly
await summer vacation. However, this year South Dakota State
University will be experiencing
a much larger change than simply seeing the grass again. This
spring semester will mark the
end of the current SDSU positions of President David Chicoine and Provost Laurie Nichols.
This change may sadden
some, where others might not
even know that Chicoine and
Nichols are leaving. Some people possibly do not even care
about this change because they
do not see it as something that
directly affects them, but what
these apathetic students fail to
realize is that it will affect them.
I am not sure about all of you
who are reading this, but I believe that both President Chi-
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coine and Provost Nichols have
made a lasting impact here at
SDSU. Throughout my three
years at SDSU, my experience
has been extremely pleasant,
and that pleasant experience is
most definitely credited to the
administration. I have never had
any problems with my academic track or classes, I have always
been able to sit down and talk
with President Chicoine when
needed and I have always found
faculty who are willing to help
me.
Next year’s freshmen may
not have the same experience
that I had. Perhaps the new
president and provost may not
be able to provide the same experiences that I had. Who is to
say that the replacements will
be able to live up to the expectations that President Chicoine
and Provost Nichols have created? One student I talked to commented on this change by saying, “I am a bit worried about
the transition process from President Chicoine to a new presi-

The Collegian is the
independent student
newspaper at South
Dakota State University
in Brookings, S.D.
The Collegian is
published by and for
South Dakota State
University students under
the First Amendment
guarantees of free speech

and a free press.
Opinions expressed on
these pages are not
necessarily those of the
student body, faculty,
staff or administration.
The Collegian is
published weekly on
Wednesday during the
academic year of SDSU.

dent. It will be hard for someone
else to come in and match all he
has done”.
On the faculty side of this issue, a professor from the political science department said
turnover and change is a good
thing.
“Having said that, more
than pay or location, quality leadership is what attracted me to SDSU. I, like the faculty, am concerned about whether
we’ll find a replacement of equal
quality for both the Provost and
President. However, I’m sure
there will be many talented applicants.”
Finding a quality replacement for both the president and
provost will definitely prove to
be a challenge. Since Chicoine
is an alumni of my fraternity, I
have had the chance to talk with
him on a handful of occasions
and from those encounters I can
tell that he is a man that bleeds
charisma and who has an unmatched drive to make positive
change across campus. Chicoine

has always been more than willing to lend a helping hand in any
and all of my fraternity’s efforts,
no matter the time commitment.
And on top of that all, President
Chicoine does sport, “one amazing moustache,” as one student
put it.
On the other side of things,
I have attended many of Provost Nichols’ speeches, and from
those talks, I can see she has a
remarkable amount of passion
for her position and the academics on campus. Aside from leading several initiatives here at
SDSU (e.g., strategic planning,
diversity, academic advising,
etc.), Provost Nichols has always
brought innovative teaching
techniques to campus, some of
which support on-campus and
off-campus graduate degrees.
Replacing such personalities
will not be a simple task.
I am not doubting the future replacements to these positions, but I am merely saying that these replacements will
have some big shoes to fill.
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I also believe that current
and new students should recognize that this is an important change that they should
care about. Whether it is visible or not, the only reason why
SDSU is able to run each and every day is because of the efforts
of the administration on campus. If there are a few bad apples
in the bag, eventually all the other apples will go bad too. I feel
that that fact is one worth recognizing.
Matching the character and
charisma that both President
Chicoine and Provost Nichols
are leaving behind will not be an
easy feat, and whoever replaces them will most definitely have
some big expectations to live
up to. However, no matter what
happens, SDSU will endure the
change and continue to strive toward greatness as it always has.
Jordan Bierbrauer is the Opinion Editor of The Collegian and can
be reached at jbierbrauer@sdsucollegian.com.

Letters to the Editor
Send letters to letters@
sdsucollegian.com
or to USU 069 Box
2815, Brookings, S.D.
57006. You can also
post comments online
at www.sdsucollegian.
com. Please keep to less
than 250 words.
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What changes or consequences do you foresee with changes in
administration as President Chicoine and Provost Nichols leave SDSU?

“Well, I am hoping for a
smooth transition and for their
replacements to continue their
good work. Bottom line, SDSU is
doing well and growing, and we
just need someone new who has
the same goals.”

Venita Winterboer
Nursing Dept.

Lecturer

“I think how things develop will
depend on who is hired to fill
those positions since they are
key to the university. There will
obviously be change, but change
does not have to be a bad thing.”

Maria Ramos-Garcia

Modern Languages Dept.

Professor

“I’m worried that Chicoine’s
replacement won’t have Capersparody-worthy facial hair.”

“I would say that since both are leaving,
the transition may be a little rough,
especially if they bring in an outsider
unfamiliar with SDSU. It will definitely
be a big change.”

Brandon Tople

Mechanical Engineering

Senior

Jini Liu

Pharmacy

Junior

Passing on the roles of the president, provost
CALEB FINCK
Guest Columnist
Fast forward to this time next
year and South Dakota State
University will have new leadership.
This past December, both
our president and provost announced that they will be leaving their positions at SDSU. President David Chicoine plans to return to teaching in the Department of Economics, and Provost
Laurie Nichols will become the
new president at the University
of Wyoming.
As president of the Students’
Association, I am excited and
nervous for these changes to take

place.
Many people are wondering who the new leadership will
be and what new goals and initiatives they will bring to SDSU.
However, many students have
asked much simpler questions.
What does the president actually
do and what is a provost?
The executive vice president
for academic affairs is more commonly known as the provost of
the university. The better question is, what does the provost do
on a daily basis that affects students? The simple answer is anything academic in nature.
The deans from each of the
colleges report to the provost and
she helps them to make decisions

regarding classes and programs.
This commonly includes new
classes, new majors and minors
across campus.
Additionally, the provost
leads the way in the long process
of getting different programs accredited. Have you ever wondered who helps set the rules on
what information needs to be in a
syllabus? That would also be the
provost.
Now, what about the president? The president of the university is responsible for making
large decisions that will impact
the university in any way.
One example of this decision
would be the price of tuition. The
university must be able to func-

tion but at the same time the cost
cannot be so high that students
want to study at other, cheaper
universities.
Capital building projects on
campus are also subject to the
president’s approval. The president does not make all decisions
alone either. The vice presidents
from across campus, the Foundation, the Alumni Association and
the Student Government all assist when needed.
The question that many are
asking right now is: “What will
the new president be like?” I cannot directly answer that question
because a new president has not
been hired. However, we as students do have a say in who will

get the job.
Two students sit directly on
the Presidential Search Committee and more students will be involved in the interview process
later this spring. We can rest assured that the new president will
have the best interests of the students of SDSU in mind. The students on the search committee
will help with this goal and the
members of the Students’ Association for years to come will be
here to advocate for it.
Caleb Finck is the President of
Students’ Association and can be
reached at sdsu.sapresident@sdstate.
edu.

Sustainability, maintaining the Earth for future generations
JENNIFER McLAUGHLIN
Columnist
Hello, and welcome to the second weekly column of the Sustainable Jackrabbit. Throughout the weeks you will find your
furry little jackrabbit friend hopping by to give you tips on how to
be sustainable and let you in on
campus sustainability on-goings.
But, before we get into tips, let’s
make sure we understand sustainability.
When it comes down to it,
sustainability is a very broad
term. However, it has a deep and
important definition: meeting
the needs of today without harm-

ing the ability of future generations to meet their needs.
Does it kind of make sense?
To further define sustainability,
it is broken into three sections or
pillars: environmental, economic and equity. You may have also
heard them called planet, people and profit. Same thing. These
each have their own definition
and help shape the overarching
idea of sustainability. All three
pillars are so interconnected that
you can’t have one without the
other two.
Environmental sustainability ensures that the resources the
earth provides, such as oil, water and trees, will be here for

hundreds of years to come. Now
this doesn’t mean we can’t use
those resources, it just tells us we
should use them in moderation.
That way, if we were to return to
Earth in 2350, those resources
would still be available for use.
Economic sustainability secures that all people have equal
access to money and resources.
At the same time, it should allow
the economy to function, prosper
and thrive.
Equity, or social sustainability, guarantees that all people, regardless of race, gender, faith or
culture, are provided with basic human rights. These rights
include, but are not limited to,

food, water, shelter, education
and a meaningful livelihood.
How can this all be interconnected, you ask? Margaret Robertson, in her book “Sustainability: Principles and Practices,”
paints a poignant picture.
“You are living in a rainforest in Brazil,” (remember they are
working to protect the rainforest down here), “and struggling
to feed your family…and you suspect that if things go on as they
are your children will starve
but that if you cut down your
trees and plant soybeans you
will get money for the soybeans,
what will you choose?” To solve
this, we need to become equally

rounded in sustainability. In this
way, will we not only be able to
protect the environment, but we
will also be able to provide a better life for everyone.
We’d love to hear from you
and any questions or ideas you
may have. Don’t hesitate to reach
out to us on Facebook, GreenState SD or from SDSU’s sustainability website, www.sdstate.edu/
greenstate.
Jennifer McLaughlin is a sustainability intern here at SDSU and can
be reached at jennifer.mclaughlin@
sdstate.edu.
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MERCEDES LEMKE
Reporter

Animal:

Llama

Did you know...

Llamas have one
stomach with three
compartments. This
makes it easier for
them to survive in the
deserts.

Provost Laurie Nichols

Llamas do not have
hooves. They have
two toenails and a
pad underneath their
feet.
Llamas communicate
with their tails, ears
and sounds. They
actually hum.

President David Chicoine

Llamas are native to
the Andes Mountain
region. They are common in countries such
as Peru, Argentina,
Bolivia and Chili.
Llamas can carry 25
to 30 percent of their
body weight.
Information retrieved from: www.
softschools.com/facts/animals/llama_facts/130/, http://www.interestingfunfacts.com/facts-about-llama.html and
http://www.pittsburghzoo.org/animal.
aspx?id=44
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Interim Vice President of Student Affairs
Doug Wermedal

While Nichols and other SDSU faculty have worked
to achieve said goals, she has
served SDSU for 23 years and
has been aspiring toward her
next level of success throughout this time.
“It’s bittersweet. On one
hand, I can’t imagine leaving
here [since] I’ve invested a ton
of my professional career here,
but I’ve worked really hard for
this position and it’s been a
dream of mine for the last 10 to
15 years that I could grow and
perhaps land a president job,”
Nichols said.
Chicoine has also worked
toward his own goals throughout his time as president, echoing Nichols’ goals as an SDSU
leader. According to Chicoine,
moving programs through the
accreditation process and laying out the framework of the
strategic plans have “improved
the performance of the institution against goals we’ve set.”
“You don’t see many of
these changes driving around
campus,” Chicoine said. “You
see the physical changes but
those physical changes are only
part of the enablement.”
A third position is also
looking to be filled. Doug Wermedal has been the interim
vice president of student affairs for two years and a search
committee is in place. Wermedal, who is also applying for
the official title of vice presi-

“

sure the individuals selected for these roles have certain
qualities that will factor into
their success.
“I think we want a dynamic
leader who has vision and who
can also manage a complex environment. We need someone
who can work well with external components, we need a
president who’s adapted to that
kind of environment. We also
need someone who can work
well with the faculty and lead
the institution well,” Rush said.
“It is probably the most important decision that the BOR
makes, so they can lead the institution in the right direction.”
As Chicoine and Nichols
both move on from their SDSU
leadership roles, there is vocal reminiscence from both of
them and the ones they have
worked with during this past
decade.
“My ability to mostly work
with President Chicoine…and
watch what he does and his
mentoring has been the best
preparation anyone could hope
for,” Nichols said. “In some
ways, it was heart wrenching
and hard but I’ve been thinking about doing this for a few
years, but I’ve pulled back and
kept working at my position.”
Chicoine has similar sentiments to that of Nichols and
also reflects on the changes of
the university.
“The one thing I hope people remember is what we were
able to do to help other people be successful … it’s really

It is probably the most important
decision that the BOR makes, so
they can lead the institution in the
right direction.
Michael Rush
Executive Direector for SDBOR

dent of student affairs, says the
position will be filled before
the president and provost roles
are temporarily vacant.
“The president and provost have announced their intentions to depart but identifying their successors has yet to
emerge,” Wermedal said. “My
position determination will
likely be made [first] because
those [president and provost]
positions aren’t open yet.”
When those positions are
open, however, the university and SDBOR will want to en-

the building blocks and I hope
that’s something that people
will carry on, it’s not about a
facility. It’s about enabling people to be successful,” Chicoine
said. “It’s been an honor and a
privilege.”
Chicoine will be missed
other places where he had an
impact, including the members
of SDBOR.
“We will certainly miss David’s leadership,” Rush said.
“We’re excited to participate
in the process and find a great
leader for SDSU.”
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>> TACO BELL
Continued from A1
Bielfeldt and the franchise’s
next step will be to get drainage plans approved, Struck said.
Once that is done, they can get
a building permit and start construction.
One of Taco Bell’s main competitors is Taco John’s, located
on Medary Avenue and closer to
campus. Jeremy McKay, the general manager at the Brookings’
Taco John’s location, is not worried about the upcoming competition.
“Honestly, we just try to provide great food and service.
That will never change,” McKay said. “We are one of the busiest Taco John’s in the country
and we look forward to the competition.”
In terms of staying competitive, McKay said the service will
speak for itself.
“We have a lot of products
they don’t have. Brookings loves
its Taco John’s,” McKay said. “We
are close to campus and we try
to do our best and let that speak
for itself.”

Submitted photo

WHERE:
North of Lowes
on 25th ave.
WHEN:
Mid-August
2016
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South Dakota’s first salt room brings relief to local clients
IAN LACK
Lifestyles Reporter
They have been used for centuries across the globe to cure
various health ailments and induce relaxation. Last year on
Nov. 30, a salt room opened in
Brookings, South Dakota.
Kristine Skorseth and Brenda Lanz founded Salt Serenity, a
salt room sauna, as an extension
of their other successful business, Prairie Breeze Massage.
The building is located directly next to the massage spa in the
City Plaza mall on Sixth Street
near Cinema 5 and Midstates
Flooring. Founder Skorseth has
been a massage therapist at this
spa for almost 20 years.
“We’re really just looking to
help everyone with health issues.
Halotherapy is great for people with respiratory problems
and it’s been proven helpful for
things like asthma and seasonal
allergies,” Skorseth said.
Halotherapy is a form of
physical therapy that uses salt to
cleanse the body. Salt is vaporized into tiny air particles and
blown into a room where patients breath in deeply. As ionized salt particles fill the lungs,
they are cleansed of allergens
and environmental contaminants as well as other various
ailments.
The idea came when Lanz
visited Orlando, Fla. six years
ago and first encountered a salt

sauna. She was intrigued by the
experience and was eager for the
opportunity to introduce one in
South Dakota.
The salt room is small with
dark woods and salt blocks lining the walls. Heat lamps provide a dim, yellow light that fills
the room as soft music plays in
the background. Clients step
into a pit filled with crystallized
Himalayan salt and sit in one of
several reclining chairs as salted
air is blown into the room from
another room.
Both Skorseth and Lanz are
excited to offer their services to
South Dakota State University
students looking for relaxation
or a health cleanse, especially
athletes.
“For athletes, the salt room is
great for opening up lung capacity,” Lanz said. “There are a lot of
studies to prove that people are
able to perform and just live better when they have prolonged
exposure to the salt.”
Multiple sessions exhibit
more results than one, Skorseth
said.
“Each session builds on the
last,” Skorseth said. “That’s what
makes the salt room so good
for sinus problems as well, and
I think we’ve had a lot of our
clients notice that too. People might notice that their noses start running as the salt starts
to seep in and their sinuses start
clearing up.”
Anyone at any age can use

the salt room. A single adult can
schedule a 45-minute session for
$28 and a child with an adult
can have a 20-minute session for
$30. Salt Serenity sees about 20
clients per week and have seen
children as young as 18 months.
Gretchen Lambrecht has
been visiting the salt room with
her daughter about once every two weeks for the past two
months with her six-year-old
daughter Finola. Lambrecht says
she’s dealt with sinus problems
her whole life.
“I had seen specialists who
just kept telling me to take allergy medications. I didn’t
want to do that. I had seen Kris
[Skorseth] for massage therapy for almost 18 years and she
told me about her idea for the
salt room,” Lambrecht said. “After my third session, I noticed a
major difference. The constant
drainage from my nose from my
sore throat both went away.”
Salt Serenity also offers retail
products including edible salt
for consumption, cook books
utilizing the Himalayan salt they
use and heated salt lamps. The
business owners also plan to add
a second room if their first is
successful.
“We would say to just try it
out,” Lanz said. “ There are just
so many advantages to salt therapy and we’re really happy when
someone walks out feeling better
than when they had when they
come in.”

IAN LACK • The Collegian
Salt Serenity founders Kristine Skorseth (left) and Brenda Lanz (right) pose for a photo in
their salt room. Himalayan salt blocks line the walls of the room and salt rocks cover its
floor.

#CapersWoo

Capers 2016 performances run
Tuesday through Saturday
HAILEY KLINE
Lifestyles Editor
Witches, cannibals and basic-white ghouls. Looks like someone
put a spell on Capers.
Alpha Psi Omega’s 71st annual Capers is filled with witty skits,
new cast members and a plethora of pelvic thrusting.
This student-run production opened Jan. 26 and will run
through Saturday, Jan. 30. Performances will be at 7:30 p.m. each
day in Doner auditorium in Morrill Hall, with a matinee Jan. 30
at 2:30 p.m. Reserved seating is $14 and general admission is $11,
which can be purchased at the Doner auditorium box office or online at sdstate.tix.com.
This year’s performances focus on a group of college students
spending the night in the ever-so-haunted Doner auditorium. In order to escape and remain unharmed from the evil spirits, the group
must fight through several obstacles, including a University of
South Dakota coyote and John Cena.
This year’s Capers will be its own due to the new theme and the
new cast. New members comprise almost half the cast.
“One thing that makes this year’s Capers unique is the dedication that these kids are showing,” said Dani Wermedal, president of
APO. “We always have a great group of Capers kids, but this year especially, the talent and the amazing ideas that they’re bringing to
the table is really making it easy on us.”
Gabrielle Imbery, freshman pre-occupational therapy major, is
included in this new member ratio. She is in six dance numbers and
can show off her 15 years of dance experience.
“I was not expecting to have as much fun as I did,” Imbery said.
Freshman speech communication and advertising major Alex
Farber is in five dances and also has a lead role in the segue—a progressive skit throughout the production.
Farber joined Capers because her entire family’s been involved
with the production. She also mentioned that it’s the 25th anniversary of when her father directed Capers.
“I didn’t expect that it would take so much hard work,” Farber
said. “But I also didn’t expect that it would make the hard work so
worth it.”

PHU NGUYEN• The Collegian
SDSU students during a dress rehearsal for Capers 2016 - I Put A Spell On Capers on Sunday, Jan. 26 in the Doner auditorium. This year’s
Capers is going to be Halloween-themed adventure with returning characters such as: The Admin Ladies, UPD, Chicoine’s mostache and the
local ghost George.
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Oakwood literary magazine
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Staff faces challenge of narrowing visual,
literary art submissions

IAN LACK
Lifestyles Reporter
Oakwood Magazine is an annual literary
magazine written and created by South
Dakota State University students and faculty as well as the local Brookings community.
The magazine was started in 1976 under the name “Calliope” and has since
then undergone many changes over the
years but has emphasized the work put
forth by student creators.
Each spring, Oakwood is created and
released by junior and senior students
from varying majors. This staff began under the guidance of Assistant Professor
Steven Wingate in the fall semester and
started accepting submissions Jan. 11.
They will continue to accept them until
Jan. 31 with a possible extension.
The staff typically meets in an office space in the English department in
the Pugsley building on a weekly basis.
Becoming a part of the Oakwood staff
counts toward credits like a formal class,
so consequently, there are no returning
staff members. Each year, a new rotation
of students are tasked with creating the
roughly 40-page magazine.

Jack’s Weekly

Works range from poetry to fiction
and nonfiction. Graphic art and photography are also included. The works
placed in the magazine result from submitted pieces to the staff for their approval. Staff members are tasked with narrowing down submissions to fit within
the pages of the magazine. This year, the
staff has received about 20 entries so far.
The magazine typically publishes about a third of the work submitted,
Wingate, the editorial adviser, said.
In addition to teaching several classes
on campus, Wingate has acted as an adviser for the student-run magazine since
2011. He has also worked with several
publishing companies and acts as associate editor for Fiction Writers Review.
Wingate affirms that he steps aside
each year to allow students to put their
own voice into the magazine.
“They do all of the editorial decision making—I stay out of that because I
think it’s important for students to make
those kind of decisions,” Wingate said.
“One of the things that I’ve tried to do is
make this a part of the English department’s curriculum so that students earn
credits for this and get hands-on job experience.”

Horoscopes

Pisces

Amazing opportunities are knocking on your door. A chance of a
lifetime won’t stand there forever, so hop up in jackrabbit fashion and
embrace the future.

Aries

Rather than succumbing to your thirst for immediate gratification,
wait for the right moment to ensure you great success. The Great
Jack urges students to remember that patience is a virtue.

Taurus

Jackrabbits are speedy creatures, but you may want to slow down this
week. Getting caught up in the momentum may make it difficult to
adapt to an inevitable change.

Gemini

Your sudden tenacity will push you to pursue perfectionism.
However, be careful. This may trigger a Coyote-Jackrabbit-like
rivalry between you and someone who isn’t supportive.

Cancer

People may misinterpret your withdrawn demeanor as intimidating, which may cause a hare-y argument for no reason. The situation will resolve itself if you keep your composure and walk away.

Leo

Wingate believes tha there is a high
demand for students to be able to create
as well as edit content for consumption in
multiple fields of the job market.
Kendra Hinton, a junior English major and a staff contributor for Oakwood
this year, said she has interests in publishing after graduating. She found out
about the opportunity through
“I thought that this would be a really good experience to be able to get a feel
for the publishing world and see if this
is something that I’d like to do,” Hinton
said. “So far, I’m really liking it. I think it
[Oakwood] gives people a chance and get
published as well. I think it’s cool to be
able to see your name and your work in
something that’s been published.”
Hinton and the rest of the staff will
be using the program Adobe InDesign to
compile all of the submitted works into
the glossed pages of the magazine, which
is funded through the combined efforts of
the Students’ Association and the university English Department. Because of this,
the magazine is free to students and is
distributed across campus.
However, not every university across
the country is willing to fund a literary

Although not obvious to fellow jackrabbits, your feelings and actions seem to be leaping in opposite directions from each other.
Your self-doubt will eventually resolve to self-assurance with time.

magazine. Alec Harvey acts as editorial
adviser for The Auburn Circle, a biannual
literary magazine at Auburn University in
Alabama. While Harvey affirms that The
Circle has always received abundant support from the university, he has noticed a
distinct lack of university support for literacy in schools across the country.
“Just like the professional media
world, the student-media world is struggling. I don’t think that this is a matter of
academic or creative support from universities, but a matter of financial support,” Harvey said.
SDSU’s Oakwood Magazine is set to
be released April 14 in correspondence
with National Library Week. There will
be a launch reading at Briggs Library
where those who submitted work for the
magazine are invited to read and talk
about their work.

Submission guidelines can be
found at the magazine’s
website:
sdsuoakwood.wordpress.com

Virgo

It’s time to put those big ears to good use and listen to those insistent problems lingering beneath the surface. Talking it out with
those involved will lead to a sense of relief for all parties.

Libra

You’ve been dreaming of a new direction in life, but burrow those
thoughts for now. Leaking your best ideas to others is the greatest
obstacle to your potential success.

Scorpio

Your inflated confidence will get you in trouble this week. Keep your
ears up jackrabbits. Listen to what people are telling you without
getting defensive.

Sagittarius

You’re cautious in your thinking this week, which leads to continuously fine-tuning your ideas for greater popularity. Other jacks will
want to hop on your bandwagon, so keep your motives honorable.

Capricorn

Productivity takes the back seat this week, but your organizational
and analytical skills are taking leaps and bounds. Focus your
energy on establishing a sustainable strategy for future success.

Aquarius

Now is the time to revisit emotional thoughts weighing on your
mind. Your strength to see objectively and rationally will help box
your daily struggles aside.

C M Y
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Nagy reaches 400 wins as
Jacks prepare for Mavericks
ANDREW HOLTAN
Sports Reporter
Redshirt freshman Mike Daum
scored 23 points to lead South
Dakota State University past rival University of South Dakota 7975 Saturday night as Jackrabbit
Coach Scott Nagy won the 400th
game of his career.
The prospect of Nagy getting that milestone victory looked
doubtful early on as USD took
control in the first half. The Coyotes built an 11-point lead midway through the half to the delight
of many of the 4,832 spectators at
the DakotaDome.
But a charge late in the first
half that spilled over into the first
few minutes of the second half got
SDSU back in the game.
Daum, who also had a gamehigh 11 rebounds and went 4-of-4
from three, was quick to share the
credit for the win.
“I have to give credit to our
guards for finding me off the pick
and roll,” Daum said.
Daum won Summit League
Player of the Week after averaging
19 points and nine rebounds off
the bench in two games last week.
Daum was the first ever SDSU
freshman to get player of the week
honors.
“Great win for us,” Nagy said,
who is in his 21st season at SDSU.
“I basically told the players that
400 [wins in his career] just
means I’ve been fortunate to coach
this long.”
With the win, SDSU improved
to 16-5 overall and 5-2 in the Summit League. USD fell to 10-11 overall and 2-5 in the league.
Jake Bittle, playing in his second game back after missing a
month because of a knee injury, scored 21 points for the Jacks.
He and Daum combined to score
30 points in the second half as
SDSU outscored the Coyotes 51-43
during that span.
“It was really the Daum and
Bittle show in the second half,”
USD Head Coach Craig Smith
said.
Nagy was just happy to see
Bittle, a senior from Bixby, Okla,
back and contributing.
“It was huge of him, and I was
surprised that he was able to play
30 minutes with it being only his
second game back,” Nagy said.
The teams combined for a total of 58 fouls, but the coaches
held opposing views of what that
meant for the game.
“I don’t really mind as long as

BRING ON

they are consistent, and I thought
they were,” Nagy said.
The Jackrabbits will return
home to Frost Arena this Thursday night to face the top team in
the Summit League, the University of Nebraska-Omaha Mavericks.
They are a game ahead of SDSU
and IUPUI in the standings.
Omaha comes into the game
with an overall record of 14-7 and
6-1 in the Summit League. They
average a league best 85.1 points
a game, which makes them the
eighth highest scoring team in the
country. On the other side of the
ball, they give up a league worst
78.7 points a game, which is 311th
in the country.
The Mavericks are led by senior guard Devin Patterson, who
averages 17.6 points a game. Senior forward Jake White is not far
behind Patterson as he averages 17 points a game. Junior guard
Tra-Deon Hollins is Omaha’s top
defensive weapon as he leads the
nation in steals, averaging 4.3 per
game.
The Jackrabbits are led by
a senior guard as well. Deondre Parks leads the team, averaging 16.1 points a game. His counterpart in the backcourt, senior
George Marshall, averages 14.6 per
game.
Omaha was not as impressive
as SDSU in the non-conference
season as they went 8-6 while the
Jacks went 11-3. The Mavericks
did however have a couple of close
losses to teams that SDSU beat including a 93-90 loss to Minnesota and a 60-59 loss to UC-Santa
Barbara, both of whom the Jacks
handled with ease. They did however defeat University of Missouri-Kansas City, who was one of the
three teams that beat SDSU in the
non-conference with a score of 9589 in overtime.
Omaha is in their first year of
postseason play in Division I. They
finished eighth out of nine teams
last year in the Summit League
and were predicted to finish seventh this year.
This will be SDSU’s toughest
home challenge to date. The Jackrabbits have won 24 in a row at
Frost Arena and are 57-3 in their
last 60 home games dating back to
the beginning of the 2011-12 season. Omaha is one of those three
teams that have earned a win at
Frost Arena in that time.
There is no doubt that the
MAKENZIE HUBER • The Collegian
Jackrabbit Nation will be ready to
make some noise when first place Tevin King goes up hard for a lay-in against IPFW. The Jacks basketball team will host the Summit League leading Omaha
is on the line Thursday.
Mavericks on Thursday.

OMAHA

SDSU, USD basketball managers battle in the DakotaDome
NATE GIESE
Assistant Sports Editor
We [The SDSU Student Managers] had been working on getting this game together for a
while. This past weekend, we
were finally able to get it done.
The South Dakota State men’s
basketball managers took on the
South Dakota men’s basketball

managers in a friendly game at
the DakotaDome this past Friday night.
A lot of the major conference
schools have manager games the
night before their team’s play.
We, the SDSU men’s basketball
managers, tried to set something
up last year, but it just didn’t
work out. This year, though, we
were able to figure out the de-

tails and make it happen. USD’s
managers sent the challenge to
us through Twitter and it. Was.
On.
On Friday, the day before the
SDSU-USD showdown in the
same place, the managers took
part in their first game against
each other in the DakotaDome.
We were told that it’d be closed
to the public but were greeted by

an estimated 25 people rooting
for the Coyote managers.
They may have had more
people, but we had more heart.
As you would expect from
a group of guys that have never practiced together, some not
bothering to keep in much shape
(me, no shame) and a small window of opportunity, the game
was awkward a majority of the
time and tiring
for all of it.
It was a
four five-minute quarters
game. Twenty minutes of
game action
with one media timeout
per quarter.
There weren’t
enough timeouts, I can tell
you that much.
I should’ve
only played
five seconds,
because that
was the plan.
I ended playing about eight
minutes while
sophomores
Cason Heier
and Cody Reed
and junior Jacob Johnson played the
full 20 minutes. Freshman Sawyer
Schmitz and
NATE GIESE• The Collegian junior Michael

Merry played most of the game
but sat out some as well.
A lot of three-pointers were
shot. Points in the paint were
minimal during the game. We
took a 16-14 lead into halftime
but started to pull away with
an 11-6 advantage in the third
quarter led by Heier’s personal
5-0 run and Reed’s three at the
buzzer to take a 27-20 lead into
the final frame.
After that, it was defense and another three from
Reed in the final minute of the
game that gave us the 32-24
win, making SDSU 2-0 against
USD on the weekend, which is
always great to say.
For our efforts, we were rewarded in a No. 30 ranking in
the national college managers
team rankings, many fist bumps
of congratulations and a specially-made stool, complete with
both schools’ logos, which will
be awarded to the winner of
each game of the series.
We weren’t really sure what
to expect going into the game,
but we were all glad we did it.
It was a fun way to kick off the
weekend in what was going to be
an intense setting the next day.
We got to know some guys we
otherwise wouldn’t have known,
we got a trophy and it’s a great
way to stay in shape.
The rematch is tentatively set for Feb. 12, the day before
the SDSU-USD rematch in Frost
Arena. Until then, we’ll enjoy
the glory, but we also have some
team laundry to do, so we don’t
have much time to gloat.

Shown above are the managers who participated in the 1st annual SDSU/USD Basketball Managers basketball game. SDSU took home theTraveling Stool trophy.
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Women’s
Basketball

Madison Guebert secured two
key victories for the SDSU women’s basketball team.
After going 0-3 from the
field through the first 49 minutes of action, Guebert rose up
and sank the game-winning
jumper against IUPUI in a double overtime thriller Thursday night in Frost Arena. Sophomore Ellie Thompson led the
Jacks with a 13-point, 12-rebound double-double in the
game in the win.
Following up her game-winner, Guebert led the Jacks with
21 points on 8-of-11 shooting,
including 5-of-8 from three, in
SDSU’s 85-63 rout of Western
Illinois on Saturday afternoon.
With the two wins, the Jacks
improve to 16-4 overall and 6-1
in Summit League play. SDSU
returns to action Thursday at
Oral Roberts, who is also 6-1 in
conference play.
NEXT HOME: Vs. NDSU Feb. 6

Sports
Wrestling

The SDSU wrestling team
wrapped up a perfect weekend home stand, holding off Air
Force, 23-15, in a Big 12 Conference dual Sunday at Frost Arena.
In winning their eighth
straight dual, the Jackrabbits
improved to 9-5 overall and 2-1
in the Big 12 Conference. Air
Force dropped to 5-4 overall,
0-3 against Big 12 opposition.
Senior 125-pounder Ben Gillette got the Jackrabbits out to a
quick start, posting a 15-4 major
decision over Drew Romero in
the first bout of the day.
The two squads then traded
pins as Air Force’s Josh Martinez
recorded a third-period pin over.
Brance Simms, ranked No.

in brief

17, at 133 pounds and Jackrabbit
141-pounder Seth Gross countered with a first-period pin of
Dylan Hyder.
SDSU built its lead to 16-6
with back-to-to back decisions
by Alex Kocer and Cody Pack.
Pack’s 10-6 victory over Alex
Mossing in the 157-pound bout
was his 20th victory of the season and 105th of his career.
David Kocer posted his
team-leading 21st win of the
season with a 19-6 major decision over Zen Ikehara in the
174-pound weight class. Nate
Rotert, ranked No. 14, secured the Jackrabbit victory as
he hung on for a 9-8 decision
against Parker Hines, ranked
No. 18, at 197 pounds.

NEXT HOME: Vs. Wyoming, Jan. 29

Track and Field
The SDSU track and field team
hosted the Jim Emmerich and
Alumni Invitational this past
Saturday at the SJAC. On the
men’s side, junior Alejandro
Sanchez set a new facility record
in the 800-meter run. Ephram
Albrecht was the other Jackrabbit man to claim a win, taking
first in the triple jump. Jeremiah Ary finished in third in triple jump and fourth in the long
jump. Other high finishes included LeAndre Kennedy in the
60-meter dash (2nd), Traxton
Priebe in the 300-meter hurdles
(2nd), Kyle Burdick in the onemile run (2nd) and Trevor Capra
and Brendan Sage finishing second and third, respectively, in
the 3000-meter run.
For the women, Jazzelena
Black was the Jack’s only firstplace finisher, as she took first in
the triple jump. Other top finishes included Silvia Zanini in
discus (3rd), Evelyn Klein in the
300-meter hurdles, Renae Dykstra in the 800-meter run (2nd)
and freshmen Rachel King and
Emily Donnay finishing second
and third, respectively, in the
one-mile run.
NEXT UP: Mark Messersmith
Invite @ Northern Iowa, Jan. 30
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Chris Angerhofer and the men’s swim and dive team are 4-1 in duels this season, but have
the upcoming weekend off. They next compete at the Minnesota Challenge Feb. 5-6.

Swim and Dive
The Jackrabbit men’s and women’s swim and dive teams swept USD at
the HPER Center last Friday. The men cruised to a 199-98 victory, while
the women snuck out a 156-144 win.
The women trailed by 10 points with just two events remaining, but
a sweep of the 200-yard individual medley with Kayce Smith, Kristin Erf
and Kalen Critchley going 1-2-3 gave SDSU the lead. Erf teamed with
Hadlie Overhue, Cassie Hendricks and Abby Zenner to seal the win with
a victory in the 200 freestyle relay.
On the men’s side, Daniel Jacobson, Wyatt Rumrill, Garth Wadsworth and Ben Bolinske teamed up to break the pool record in the 400yard medley relay. Bolinske also set pool records in the 50 and 100-yard
freestyle.
The men are now 4-1 in duals this season, while the USD win marked
the women’s first victory. The women will look to keep the momentum
up in their final duel of the season Friday when they host Omaha.
NEXT HOME: Women: Vs. Omaha Jan. 29
Men: @ Minnesota Challenge Feb 5-6

Men’s Basketball
Senior wing Jake Bittle returned
to the lineup for the first time
since late December and propelled the men’s basketball team
to an 86-74 victory at Oral Roberts.
A Bixby, Oklahoma native,
Bittle contributed eight points
and five rebounds in his first
game played since Dec. 19 at
Florida Gulf Coast.
Senior guard George Mar-

B2

shall led the Jacks with 18
points on 7-of-14 shooting overall and 4-of-7 from three to go
along with five rebounds. Freshman post Mike Daum added 15
points, seven rebounds and one
block off the bench.
The Jacks improved to 5-2 in
conference play and 16-5 overall with two wins over the weekend. SDSU hosts league-leading
Omaha on Thursday night.

NEXT HOME: Vs. Omaha, Jan. 28

Tennis

The SDSU women’s tennis team
Magni topped Sthefani Rodripicked up its first, knocking off
guez 6-3, 6-0 and Ffion Davies
Nebraska-Kearney 5-2 at the Sid defeated Paula Jimenez 6-3, 6-3
and Hazel Dillon Tennis Center
won in No. 2 and No. 3 action,
in Lincoln, Nebraska.
respectively. Senior Tiffany FiliAll three doubles teams
povich won at No. 6 singles acearned victories for the Jacks,
tion 6-3, 6-1 in her first action of
giving SDSU the earn points ad- the season.
vantage. In singles action, four
With the win, the Jacks imseniors earned wins to secure
prove to 1-1 on the season. SDSU
the team victory.
begins a six-match road swing
Iasmin Rosa won in No. 1
with matches set against Southsingles action, knocking off Yux- ern Utah and Portland State Friiu Sun 6-4 and 7-5. Florencia
day.
NEXT UP: Women: @ Portland State Feb. 5
Men: @ Marquette Jan. 29
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Kobe is an All-Star?
AUSTIN HAMM
Sports Editor
Kobe Bryant was the top vote
receiver for the NBA All-Star
game this season. Quite frankly, it’s just a bad joke.
The only justification one of
the more than 1.8 million fans
that voted for him could have is
that he used to be great. Kobe
has not performed at a level worthy of an All-Star frontcourt spot this season.
Numerous other players
who have actually been productive and effective on the
court, not just a sideshow on a
lottery team, were slighted for
that final spot in the Western
Conference. Most notably: Sacramento Kings center DeMarcus Cousins, New Orleans Pelicans forward Anthony Davis
and Golden State Warriors’ forward Draymond Green, who
leads the NBA with eight triple-doubles this season.
But the lack of forethought
that went into slighting these
three, and several other deserving players, has been well
wrought. I’d like to approach
this from another angle. Let’s
compare Kobe Bean Bryant’s
past year to a player with a
similar statistical output who
is someone you can’t fathom making the All-Star roster,
even as a reserve.
Obviously, the first caveat of this is finding a comparable player.
The biggest issue is that
you would be hard pressed to
find a player shooting the percentages that Kobe is with as
green of a light as he gets. Usually, when you’re shooting this
poorly (34.7 percent FG, 24.9
percent 3PT), you hold back.
Counting statistics isn’t a great
baseline to start from in an AllStar comparison, because Kobe
is qualified as a small forward,
but realistically, he plays much
more of a shooting guard position.
So, in the interest of finding a suitable match in an efficient manner, I went to ESPN’s Player Efficiency Ratings (PER). I sorted by qualified small forwards and settled on statistical comparisons

to players with PERs close to
Kobe’s. First of all, the company the Mamba keeps with
his 12.61 PER, (No. 27 among
qualified small forwards) is
rather ugly. Names like Matt
Barnes (No. 25, 13.04), Jerami
Grant (No. 26, 12.68) and Terrence Ross (No. 29, 12.49) are
hanging out down there. Yikes.
But if you look a smidge farther down, we come to the man
I want to use for this exercise,
Al-Farouq Aminu, the starting
small forward for the Portland
Trail Blazers.
Aminu checks in at No. 30
among the qualified small forwards with a 12.46 PER. But
the most important distinction
he shares with Kobe is minutes
per game. Both are averaging
29.1 minutes per game. So essentially, we are looking at a
pair of players who are roughly as effective on court in the
same amount of time. So, what
the fan vote has said is that
a player who is slightly better than Al-Farouq Aminu deserves to be an All-Star starter.
Obviously, a generalization like
that is a bit of a farce, but you
get the point.
At the end of the day, Kobe’s 18th All-Star selection in
his final year tells us what the
All-Star game actually means.
Though designed as a midseason celebration of the best
players that season, it is more
of a celebration of the league in
general. Fans pick the players
they bought a jersey for before
he switched numbers so they
can cheer for him rather than
making picks based on who
they actually think is the better
player that year.
The only time intelligent
selections are made is when
coaches pick the reserves actually based on player merit. I think rosters selected by
coaches and writers could be
far more effective in accurately portraying the season’s best
from year to year. But so long
as the fans elect the starters,
we’ll always have the chance to
see a 36-year-old hit jumpers
off the front of the rim for the
first six minutes of each half.
Cool.

Feature Photos:

Athlete of the Week
MIKE DAUM

Daum ties point record, helps Jack beat Coyotes
COLLEGIAN SPORTS
Redshirt freshman Mike Daum
of the men’s basketball team
has been selected as The Collegian Athlete of the Week. Helping the Jackrabbits earn two
victories on the road, Daum
came off the bench in both
games to average 19 points and
nine rebounds.
Against Oral Roberts,
Daum put up 15 points while

corralling seven rebounds in
the 86-74 road win. He went on
to post a career-high tying 23
points, including four of four
from three-point range and
collected a game-high 11 rebounds in the 79-75 rivalry win
at the University of South Dakota.
Daum leads the team in
scoring and rebounding in conference games, averaging 16.7
points and 7.6 rebounds. He

earned two starts before Jake
Bittle returned to the lineup,
but will likely go back to his
sixth man role for the remainder of the season.
For his efforts, Daum was
also named Summit League
Co-Player of the Week.
SDSU hosts league-leading
Omaha on Thursday and plays
at Denver on Saturday.

PHU NGUYEN • The Collegian

Point guard Lexi Alexander fights for the ball against the University of South Dakota in the Jack’s first lost in Brookings to the Coyotes since the 90’s. The final score was 63-58.

MAKENZIE HUBER • The Collegian

Two students search for the Buffalo Wild Wings chicken while blindfolded during halftime at the Jan. 14 men’s basketball game against Fort Wayne. The Jacks
beat the Mastadons 92-76.
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SDSU track hosts second Alumni Invitional
JACKRABBIT ATHLETICS
The South Dakota State track and field team hosted the Jim
Emmerich and Alumni Invitational Saturday, Jan. 23.
Newcomer Alejandro Sanchez of Plano, Texas sets a new
complex record in the men’s 800-meter run.
The junior notched another win to his record running
1:51.68 to topple the fairly daunting field in the event. The
previous record of 1:52.10 was set by Derek Finsterwalder of
Iowa Central in February of 2015.
Three other Jackrabbits joined Sanchez in the top 10 including sophomore Cal Lawton in 1:53.38 placing fifth, senior Dylan Slaba in 1:56.58 placing ninth and junior Josh
Prohaska in 1:57.25 placing tenth.
Three Jacks made the finals in the men’s 60-meter dash.
Senior LeAndre Kennedy placed second in 6.89 seconds.
Juniors Bo Arnold and Joe Bednar also placed fourth and
seventh respectively in 7.03 and 7.08 seconds.
SDSU had three runners in the top ten in the men’s
400-meter dash including junior Marc Husman and sophomores Dru Kenny and Brady Brockel. Husman led the Jacks
placing sixth in 49.57 seconds. Kenny placed seventh in
49.67 seconds and Brockel followed placing ninth in 49.91
seconds.
All of SDSU’s runners in the men’s 3000-meter run
placed in the top ten. Crossing the finish line second in
8:32.28 was junior Trevor Capra with junior Brendan Sage
following closely behind with a third place finish in 8:33.89.
Placing seventh was freshman Lukas Nelson in 8:46.47.
Freshman Chase Cayo and junior Connor Branick placed
ninth and tenth respectively in 8:50.88 and 8:51.98.
As the lone representative in the men’s 300-meter hurdles, senior Traxton Priebe placed second in 39.39 seconds.
In the men’s one mile run, freshman Kyle Burdick represented SDSU with a second place finish in 4:16.08.
Senior Jeremiah Ary took home two placings. Ary placed

third in the men’s triple jump with a distance of 13.81 meters, and fourth in the men’s long jump with 6.92 meters.
Freshman Ephram Albrecht notched a win for the season jumping 14.53 meters in the men’s triple jump.
On the women’s side, freshmen newcomers Rachel King
and Emily Donnay led the pack in the women’s one mile run
Saturday at the Jim Emmerich and Alumni Invitational.
King placed second overall out of 27 runners in 5:02.59.
Donnay followed King closely, finishing in 5:02.64 and placing third overall.
SDSU had two qualify for the women’s 300-meter hurdle finals. Junior Evelyn Klein placed third overall in 47.08
seconds. Senior Lori Foltz finished sixth in 47.34 seconds.
South Dakota State had three finish in the top ten for
the women’s 800-meter run including sophomore Renae
Dykstra, senior Jessica Eibs and junior Marisa Shady.
Dykstra placed second in 2:13.61. Crossing the finish line
next was Eibs, finishing fourth in 2:14.81. Placing seventh
for the Jacks was Shady in 2:16.43.
A pack of Jackrabbits had an impressive race taking four
placings in the women’s 3000-meter run. Running together for most of the race, Megan West, Kirsten Anderson, Samantha Anderson and Halie Mechels claimed fifth through
eighth places.
West crossed the finish line first, finishing fifth in
10:04.70. Next was Kirsten Anderson in 10:06.48, Samantha Anderson in 10:07.28 and then Mechels taking eighth in
10:10.31.
Senior Jazzelena Black captured another win for her record placing first in the women’s triple jump with a distance
of 12.65 meters.
In the women’s discus throw, junior Silvia Zanini placed
third with a distance of 44.63 meters, and freshman Kasie
Vollmer placed fourth with 44.06 meters.
The Jackrabbits will return to action Saturday Jan. 30 at
the Mark Messersmith Invitational in Cedar Falls, Iowa.

REBECCA STARKENBURG • The Collegian

LEXIE PRIEST • The Collegian

The Jackrabbit men’s and women’s track and field teams hosted the Jim Emmerich and Alumni Invitational Saturday, Jan. 23. (Top) Freshman Reagan Francom
builds up speed down in the runway for the pole vault event Saturday. (Bottom) Senior Connor Branick (left) and freshman Chase Cayo (right) check the
videoboard for their times after the 3,000-meter run.
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